.,(n-r + 1) r=0 But this expression can be proved equal to n! which cannot vanish for any positive value of n, and since the n-linear functional W can be expressed as a multiple Stieltjes integral the homogeneous functional U (f) of order n can be put in the same form. The objection will, however, be found to have small weight when itis seen to rest upon the implied postulate that the embayments of continental coasts have as a rule been produced by a universal rise of the ocean surface, everywhere of the same amount and date, whereas their embayments testify to no such simple origin; and to proceed upon the unwarranted assumption that the subsidence of reef foundations requires the subsidence of broad areas of the ocean floors, whereas the local subsidence of the foundations themselves is all that is necessary. The postulate will first be examined and refuted; the assumption will *then be considered and its alternative will be preferred.
The embayment of continental coasts is certainly of widespread occurrence, but when the embayments are closely examined they are found to be. of dates and dimensions so diverse that they cannot be explained by a universal rise of the ocean. In the first place, the most pronounced embayments are the fiord coasts of quaternary glaciation; there is good reason to believe that the great troughs of such coasts were scoured but deep below sea level by huge glaciers, and that, far from the ocean having recently risen to submerge the troughs, the coasts have in seveial fiord regions risen from the ocean, as their elevated shore lines testify; these
